Town of Newport Infrastructure Meeting Minutes from meeting held 05-05-09

Meeting was called to order by J. Ricker who then requested everyone record their name, address, phone number and email address's on a sign up sheet.

Introductions were made and Jim R explained the Selectmen requested Infrastructure Committee's to identify needs and set priorities for the future of the entire community. In attendance at the meeting tonight were:

Roger Can-Tom Breitweg Jim Ricker Tom Wagner Larry Merrithew Crystal Russell John Hook Francis a. Harding Jr. Leonard Macdaid Pam Newcomb Rodney Madden Maxine Pare

The manager then offered an overview of the current facilities, loss of income from taxes and state reimbursement He spoke of the needs already identified but stated financing those needs would have to be very closely scrutinized given the current economic climate. He welcomed a "fresh" look at these needs, both for today and well into the future. He stated that the Town of Newport has never engaged committees for this purpose and looked forward to the work product The need for two committees was identified, one for buildings grounds and the second for roads, sidewalks, street lighting. He disseminated three chapters from the 2008 Comprehensive Plan, identified as Recreation, Transportation, Capital Reserves and Trust He explained that the information contained may be subject to some challenges by committee members the entire document is the "map" that will assist in the growth of our community.

Frank Harding spoke about his pride in current fiscal responsibility by the town and wanted to stay on this same path. He knew that although many priorities may be identified by these committees, funding those priorities may take time, or not at all.

Roger Carr commented that as committee members we may not always agree but disagreement can be good and the majority will rule.

John Hook spoke to the known deficiencies within the Public Safety Building stating he was very aware being a former employee. He spoke of the cracks down the walls in several buildings

Jim Ricker commented about a recent OSHA inspection whereas approximately $60,000 worth of electrical work may need to be completed in the old building for full compliance. He also spoke of the heating costs in both the Public Works and the Public Safety Complex due to a poor heating system and poor construction.

Roger Carr spoke of the possibility of School partnerships, new locations for facilities and the need to explore all possible options.
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Other comments were voiced from committee members regarding stimulus funds; Rodney Madden explained his experiences with airport funding and projects being "shovel ready". There was a complete consensus with the group regarding having firm plans completed for our future growth

Maxine Pare arrived late in the meeting due to prior commitments. We explained to her what had transpired tonight and she was given a complete set of handout material.

Next meeting date was set for May 19th @ 6:30 PM at the Newport Cultural Center.

(Note: committee members all need to use the rear entrance (courthouse side then upstairs to meeting

room)

At the meeting on the 19* members will be identified on the respective committees, (see attached list) This list may change due to members not in attendance at tonight's meeting.

Agenda Infrastructure Committee 05-19-09 6:30PM

1


Roger Carr to address committee members regarding media releases/ public comments

2


Break up into two subcommittees

3


Nominations for Chairpersons

4


Meeting dates and locations to be identified

