Minutes

Town of Newport 

Board of Selectmen 

12-21-11 

Members present: T. Breitweg, R. Davis, R. Carr, C. Dow

1. Call to Order- meeting was called to order by Chairman Breitweg at 6:30pm 

a. Pledge of allegiance 

2. Public Access - None

3. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of minutes from meeting held 12-14-11

Motion was made by R. Davis / C.Dow to approve the minutes of the 12/14/2011 meeting as written- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

b. Communications 

                                 1. Budget Committee meeting date & annual appointments 

The Town Manager stated that the 2012 Budget Committee will be meeting at 7:00pm on January 17, 2012 and asked that the Board vote to appoint the following budget committee members- Dana Hartford, Phil Brown, Barbara Brown, Chris Lindsey, George Phelps, Ginger Phelps, Debbie Farrell, Annette Merrithew, Donna Hodges, Al Worden, Dick Parlee, Matt Snowman, Maxine Pare
Motion was made by R. Davis /  C. Dow to approve this year Budget Committee selection – no discussion on the motion – unanimous

                                 2. Morgan Stanley 

The TM update the Board on the recent activities regarding the Town’s account in which investors moved approx. $68,000 from the stock market accounts to  more conservative investments.  



        3.  Tax abatement and Quit Claim Deed

The TM stated that the Town had foreclosed on  a mobile home at 55 Willow Drive belong to Wendell Braley, he stated they had been unable to locate Mr. Braley and that the MH really did not have much value in its current condition.   The park owner was willing to pay 1 year of back taxes in the amount of $247.09 and asking the Board to abate $263.13 and release the mobile home to him through a Quit Claim Deed

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to abate $263.13, receive payment from the Park owner in the amount of $247.09 and release the MH through a Quit Claim Deed- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

                                4. The TM asked the Board to allow the Tax Collector/ Treasurer enter into a payment arrangement with Nicole Gudroe who owns land and a MH at 806 Mullin Road.  The Tax Collector and Ms. Gudroe have agreed on a payment schedule of $168.03 per month for 1 year total payment of back and current taxes in the amount of $2,016.36

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve the payment arrangement schedule for Nicole Gudroe in the amount of $168.03 monthly- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

4. Old Business

                   a. Dam gate       

The TM stated he had spoken to Dan Gerry the owner of Newport Industrial Fabrications and that NIF has the ability to fabricate the new dam gate.  Mr. Gerry stated he would be very interested in bidding out the project.  The TM also stated that after speaking with Mr. Gerry he felt confident that the Town could act as their own general contractor during the gate replacement 

5. New Business

a. Public Hearing for the renewal application for automobile Graveyard / Junkyard Permit c/o Ray Erb w/ Newport Metals  

Motion was made by R. Davis / C. Dow to approve the renewal application for Newport Metals- discussion on the motion- the TM and the Police Chief both stated that there have been no complaints filed- Vote-  unanimous

b. Budget workshop 

1. Police 

Discussion cont. concerning the overall budget for the Police Department and the wish to keep the total under $500,000 for 2012-

Motion was made by R. Davis / C. Dow to budget an amount of $486,636 for the 2012 Police Budget- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to transfer 20,000 from the Police Academy Reserve Account to the 2012 Police Budget- no discussion on the motion- unanimous

2. Aco 

After some discussion a motion was made by R. Carr / R. Davis to approve the ACO budget in the amount of $8,650- no further discussion on the motion – unanimous

3. Crossing Guard

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve the Crossing Guard budget in the amount of $3,100- no discussion on the motion- unanimous

4. Municipal Insurance 

TM outlined differences in quotes from United Insurance and MMA for Municipal Insurance  

Motion was made by R. Davis / C. Dow to go with United  (Glatfleter) for Municipal Insurance coverage- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

5. Hydrant 

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve the amount of $218, 882 for Hydrant Service- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

6. Road Construction 

Discussion took place concerning the priority list for roads and sidewalks- 

Rebuild approx. 1,363’ of Rutland Road to include 8 culverts

Pave: 

Spring Street



Spring Street Sidewalk

½ North Street



Main Street Sidewalk from Spring St to Post Office

3,065’ of Golf Course Road

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve $220,000.00 for the 2012 Road Construction Budget- no discussion on the motion- unanimous




7. Dam

The original request for this item was $1000.00 to rebuild a control box for easier access, however, the TM suggested that this be increase to $6,000 stating that  before the work could start on the dam gate replacement 2 more stop logs will have to be put in place and a crane will be required to do the work

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve $6,000 for the Dam line item- no discussion on the motion - unanimous

6. Warrant 

Motion made by R. Davis / C. Dow to approve tonight’s warrant- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

7. Adjourn  

Motion made by R. Davis / C. Dow to adjourn at 8:45pm

Respectfully submitted,

Annette M. Merrithew

