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Regular Meeting Minutes 
From 9-21-16 

Present: 

R. Davis
K. Russell
T. Breitweg
J. Carson 

Absent: D. Franklin 

1. Call to Order  
             a. Pledge of allegiance 
2. Public Access: 
Brian Taylor and Vic Buckland were in attendance and requested permission from the board to rebuild several roads within the North Newport Cemetery. They commented how they had received 5 bids to do the work and awarded the job to Tyler Jenkins. They described the rebuild process as removal of approx. 6 inches of top soil, placing of fabric, cover with 6 inches of gravel, with a top of reclaimed pavement. They also requested the Town furnish a culvert to replace or extend the one currently located on the west side of the cemetery which exits unto Rutland Rd. This entire project with the exception of the culvert and possible ditching will be completed with payment from the North Newport Cemetery Association. Work will be completed after consulting with the Public Works Department. J. Carson / K. Russell, vote unanimous to allow the road /drive rebuild.  
Vic Buckland then asked the board if the town crew intended on cutting back the brush at Mullen and County Roads Rd, a condition of vision obscurement he felt dangerous. Manager responded that brush clearing on Mullen Rd was not within the Town’s area of maintenance as Mullen is a State rd. He also stated that the State would be notified of the need. 
At the end of the meeting Maxine Pare also made a comment regarding the question on the November ballot about the legalization of marijuana. She expressed concerns that the Board may want to consider what if any type of moratoriums they might wish to put in affect. Manager explained the law is approx. 21 pages in length and provides 5 different types of business’s associated with the proposed legalization. If passed it is then destined for rule making with the Dept. of Agriculture which could take months. Under Maine law then entire legalization effort can still be trumped by “Home rule”, the ability for towns to establish protocols / ordinances, etc. 
Approval of minutes from meeting held 9-7-16   K. Russell / J. Carson, unanimous 
Communications:   
Main Street Resurfacing Project: Manager explained the construction company was a little ahead on schedule and feels they should be complete by the 2nd week of October. 
Conditional Offer of Employment:  Manager explained that Hannah Turgeon has been hired as the new Town Clerk and will assume her duties on October 3rd, 2016. 
Winter sand /salt: At the conclusion of the 2016 sand /salt purchases there remained a balance in the sand account of $4,080 and the salt account by $3,753.  
Special Olympics: Manager read the letter that was prepared and mailed to all who assisted in the special Olympics fundraiser this year. Chief Macdaid  prepared the letter and a copy will be attached to these minutes.
NCC update: Financials for the month of August were disseminated as was the monthly directors report. One important note of interest was a $10,000 check received from the King Foundation that can be used towards the mortgage. 
Tasker Cemetery:  Manager briefed the Board on the results of his day at Probate Court in Bangor regarding this issue. The executor of the estate, one Leroy Hall working with his attorney Louis Shiro of Waterville filed a Petition of special Finding with the probate court to require the Town to assume physical control of the Tasker Cemetery. The selectboard had previously denied this request to accept this property (minutes of May 4, 2016) as they saw no advantage for the town to do so. This cemetery is an old family cemetery which contain the remains of four individuals, none of which were veterans. There is also an undermined number of animals buried in unknown locations. Manager then explained to the Board that the Probate Judge wanted the town to think about a few scenarios for ownership.  One suggestion was the owner may convey an amount of money to the town for perpetual care, along with the actual conveyance of real property. After more discussion the selectboard sees no advantage to the acceptance of this property as a public cemetery. On a motion by Kyle Russell with a second by Jack Carson , unanimous decision not to consider the acquisition. 
Solid Waste Engineering Contract:  Manager requested the board make a decision on the Solid Waste Contract for the rebuild of the Transfer Station. There were two bids submitted (upon request by the town) one from Dirigo Engineering @ $11,500 and a second from Plymouth Engineering @ $12,040. After some discussion a motion was made by Tom Breitweg /Second by Jack Carson, unanimous to award the contract to Plymouth Engineering. Board members commented on the excellent working relationship with Plymouth and liked some of his suggestions regarding alternatives to the original RFP. 
Rt# 7 Sewer:  Manager made the board aware that there would be no CDBG funding this year for public infrastructure as the program was going to fund projects that were approved and not funded last year. Although we were encouraged to reapply for 2018 it would probably be too late for the engineers / architects to include plans in their bid documents which will be completed this fall. The only alternative was to bond the extra $1,000,000 needed which could result in a $42,000 debt service which the manager stated he would not advise doing. The rationale being the sewer department is a complete different entity and all income derived from the sewer line expansion would not go to the debt service that created the line. 



Public Hearing: Liquor license renewal c/o Capital Pizza huts, Inc.  No comment at Public Hearing, motion by T. Breitweg second by Jack Carson, unanimous to approve.  
Solid Waste Agreement: Manager explained that the current agreement does not expire until 12-31-2017, however Waste Management has prepared another five year agreement should the board wish to endorse. He described the fundamental difference as an automatic 1% increase annually despite the COLA. Current contract language identifies increases as determined by the CPI Boston with no automatic increases. Board did not vote as they simply wished to remain with the current contract. 
Warrant: J. Carson / T. Breitweg, vote unanimous 
Adjourn: K. Russell / J. Carson, unanimous 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Ricker Sr 
Town Manager 
 



  
  


