Minutes

Newport Board of Selectmen

Regular Meeting  

06-15-11 

Members present: T. Breitweg, R. Davis, D. Franklin, R. Carr, C. Dow

1. Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Chairman Breitweg

a. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Public Access - none

3. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of minutes from meeting held 06-01-11 

Motion was made by R. Davis / D. Franklin  to approve the minutes of the 06/01/2011 meeting as written- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

b. Communications

1. Bridge update  (construction /ceremonial)
The Town Manager that the construction is about one week behind schedule and that MDOT has suggested that the Town have the dedication of the new bridge a few weeks after the actual opening of the bridge and that would give a better time frame to plan the event.

2. Dirt road Rebuild

The contractor is currently finishing up the rebuild of the Camp Benson Road and Larry Merrithew stated that the contractor had touched base with him daily and the project look good.  They will be moving to the Blaisdell Road next.

3. May reconciliation statements are in the table packet 

4. The Code Enforcement Officer has asked that the Board 

Selectmen consider waiving the building permit fee for a small storage building being built at the High School Football Field by Caleb Littlefield as part of his Eagle Scout Project.

Motion was made by C. Dow / D. Franklin to waive the building permit fee- no discussion on the motion - unanimous

5. Efficiency Maine “ PACE” program

The Town Manager explained that a citizen had looked into financing some energy upgrades using the PACE Program and found that Newport does not have an ordinance allowing anyone to use the program and requested that the Selectmen look into becoming a community that participated in the program.  This program is funded by a one-time grant from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and allows homeowners to have an energy audit done by Efficiency Maine to find items to improve the energy efficiency of the home. There is no cost to the town and all financing is done through Efficiency of Maine.

It was the consensus of the Board to have the TM look into becoming a participating community.
6. The TM reviewed the recent IRS Audit with the Board, some 

changes need to be implemented to meet IRS standards and 1 item will be changlled.

7.  The TM updated the Board on the research of the Martin

Stream Road and stated that it appears that Plymouth does not own any of the road and  that the Newport Sanitary District does with the Town of Newport having a “Prescripted Easement” to use it. The Sanitary District is looking into deeding the entire road to the Town of Newport.

8. The TM updated the Board on the shingling project at the Rec 

Center, the owner has supplied the shingles for this section but has asked if the Town would like to help defray the cost.  

After some discussion a motion was made by D. Franklin / C. Dow to reimburse the owner $1000.00  from the building revenue account- no discussion on the motion- unanimous

9.   The Town has been awarded a Safety Enhancement Grant 

from Maine Municipal Association Risk Management for safety equipment to be used at the Sebasticook Lake Dam. Tom Breitweg questioned the need for four sets of equipment with Larry Merrithew explaining our insurer perfers that each man be issued their own set of fall gear.

Motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to accept the grant to pay the Town’s 1/3 portion – no discussion on the motion – unanimous

4.   Old business 

a. Riverwalk 

The TM has meet with a representative of the Army’s 136th Engineering Company and 

they may be able to do a weekend Guard Detail on the Riverwalk Project 

b. Murray Rd 

The TM briefed the Board on ongoing cost etc. and that the Murry Road suit is not settled matter of fact it is still very unsettled.  During general discussion C. Dow stated that the town might want to rethink taking the Murray Road by Eminent domain.

c. New business 

a. Off site Catering Permit application c/o Millennium Weddings Inc. to be held at the home of James Spraggins on June 25th 2011 

Motion was made by   D. Franklin  / C. Dow  to approve the Off-site Catering Permit c/o Millennium Weddings Inc.  to be held at the home of James Spraggins on 06/25/2011- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

b. Executive Session, In accordance with  1 MRSA 405, 6 C: Discussion or consideration of the condition, acquisition or the use of real or personal property permanently attached to real property or interests therein or disposition of publicly held property or economic development only if premature disclosures of the information would prejudice the competitive or bargaining position of the body or agency:  

Motion was made by    R. Carr / D. Franklin to enter into executive session at 7:55pm in accordance with MRSA 405, 6C- no discussion on the motion – unanimous

Minutes documented by Town Manager from this point forward: 

Motion to come out of executive session: Franklin /Dow, unanimous

Motion was made to recommend to Town Meeting the purchase of the property located at 13 Grogan Ave (former Mushroom Farm) for the future site of Newport Public Works. 

Purchase price of $135,000 and the property located at 25 West St Newport. Dow/ Franklin, unanimous 

Warrant: Before the motion was taken on the warrant R. Davis asked about the bill for basketball shirts this late. Manager explained that the invoice was never submitted until last week, and it was his understanding that these particular shirts were for the last tournament that was held. Most of the product was sold and money returned to the account. 

Chris Dow asked about the bill from Northeast Scale. Manager explained that this was a repair for a lightning strike that burned out one of the load cells. He also asked if the scales themselves were ever re-adjusted (concrete anchors) from a recommendation made by the company two years ago. Manager stated that they were not and that we have not had any problems. Motion to approve the warrant: Franklin /Dow, unanimous 

Adjourn: Davis / Franklin, unanimous.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Annette Merrithew

James Ricker  

