Newport Board of Selectmen 

Minutes of meeting held 05-03-11

The Selectmen met @ 1:00 PM to discuss the temporary detour and the types of trucks they were willing to allow on this detour. 

Present for this meeting were: Steve Boggs MDOT, Michele Boone MDOT, Larry Merrithew and Lenny Macdaid. (Jan Laux of the SV Weekly was also present) 

Manager opened the meeting by explaining the number of comments received from truck drivers and their companies regarding the in-town detour. He explained that the legal postings say “no truck traffic”. This was further defined as trucks larger then a one ton truck. (by the manager, Police Chief, Public Works, and MDOT)This definition was the in-town detour with a 69,000 registered vehicle weight for Palmer, Durham Bridge and the County Rd.  

Both Steve Boggs and Michele Boone spoke of the rationale used for the in-town signage. There was some further explanation regarding the high Street signage in particular. 

After much discussion the board further clarified the earlier vote of April 20th “no Truck Traffic” be interpreted to allow vehicles with a registered weight up to 69,000# to utilize the in-town detour and prohibit all tractor / trailers from doing so. Franklin / Dow, unanimous. 

Steve Boggs stated he would be locating three electronic signboards that further explain the prohibitions for the in-town detours that will be posted for the duration of the project. 

Michele Boone stated she has already ordered signage for High Street which identifies the detour as No Tractor /Trailers. She expects these signs to be in within a few days. 

The Police Department will monitor both the prohibitions as well as the 15-MPH speed zone currently in affect on Elm and North Streets. 
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Motion to adjourn:  Davis /Franklin, unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James Ricker 

Town Manager  

