Newport Selectboard
Minutes from Meeting Held 

April 6, 2016
All board members were present except R. Davis. 
Public Access:  
Tom thanked the Board for the arrangement on behalf of the Town of Newport in regards to his mom’s funeral. 
AJ Newhall from the Newport Water District provided the Board with the meth ology behind the Public Fire Protection charge (Hydrant Rental) He explained that there are two formulas that can be used and explained the “curve formula”. In the end operational expenses were identified as the single highest factor driving up costs. There was a Q & A between the board and AJ as well as Rodney Webb, present as the Treasurer for the Water District.  

Rodney Webb then asked the manager what he had learned regarding capped articles at Town Meeting and if the 2016 Tax commitment would include the additional $60,000 raised at Town Meeting. Manager explained capped articles as being ones that could not be increased at Town Meeting, they could only be lowered. He also explained that the 2016 Tax commitment would include the $60,000 but assured Mr. Webb that Selectboard had no intention of spending it. 

Maxine Pare then asked if there was complaints about the gun show last weekend. She was informed there were parking complaints, however this would be addressed in future years by better preparation with no parking signs, etc. 

Approval of minutes from meeting held 3-16-16: T. Breitweg / K. Russell, unanimous 

Communications: 

Posted road exemption: Manager explained he had prepared and mailed an exemption certificate obo Bolsters Garbage Removal to transport waste over posted roads in Newport. 

Annual Town Meeting supper:  A date of 4-11-16 was identified and the request made by the Fire Department to serve beer:  T. Breitweg / K. Russell, unanimous 

Room Rental: Tabled 

Profit and loss statement for NCC: Manager reminded the board that this was included in the board packet. 

Dana Hartford as appointed Trustee to Sanitary District for a period of one year: T. Breitweg /J. Carson, unanimous 

MDOT Agreement: Manager explained that as part of the Main Street resurfacing project an agreement between the Town of Newport and MDOT was necessary to allow overweight /over width vehicles to utilize town ways during construction: T. Breitweg / J. Carson, unanimous   (all board members signed) 

2016 TAN: Contract documents were provided for the boards signatures regarding the 2016 Tax Anticipation Note in the amount of 2.1 M. K. Russell / J. Carson, unanimous

Public Safety building update: Manager provided the latest spread sheets on PS expenditures and was questioned if the camera systems had been purchased. He stated he was waiting for all other building details and expenses before ordering. Manager stated he is still confidant that there still be a balance of over $200,000 in the loan to offset debt service. Current balance in the account was identified as $237,778.15. 

Summit Project: Manager reminded the board that they were invited to a private gathering at the CC after the Memorial March to honor the Gold Star Families on 4-16-16. He also stated the project has been building in momentum and expects a very large march.  

Public hearing: Liquor License renewal c/o China Way Restaurant: Vice Chair Franklin opened the Public Hearing, no comments from the public, motion made by T. Breitweg / K. Russell to close the hearing, unanimous. Motion made by T. Breitweg / J. Carson to approve license renewal, unanimous.  

Mutual aid Agreement: Mutual Aid agreement between the Town of Newport and the Town of Corinna for mutual aid fire service:  T. Breitweg / K. Russell, unanimous  

Warrant:  T. Breitweg / J. Carson, unanimous 
Adjourn: T. Breitweg / K. Russell, unanimous 

Motion to reconvene: J. Carson / K. Russell, unanimous 

Manager asked board to reconvene regarding a request by Donna and Paul Hodges that the Town assist them financially in the replacement of their private sewer connection. Background was furnished as detailed below:  1981 Sewer district installed new forced mains on Water and Main Streets. At that time everyone along the routes were reconnected to the new sewer mains. District states that the service reconnected for 1 Water Street (Hodges building recent ownership) was connected to the Water Street side. Sewer appeared to be working during the past 35 years until the Town of Newport replaced the old storm water system in that location. The old storm water system was the sewer lines prior to 1981 where it was converted to storm water only. 2015 the town of Newport replaced all the old storm water systems by installing new pipe and catch basins. In theory the old private sewer system from 1 Water Street must have been connected to one of the old storm water catch basins that had been removed and replaced in 2015. When the Hodges purchased and started using the building this past winter they quickly had a backed up sewage problem. Because they feel the old system was hooked up to a functioning catch basin prior to 2015 the town should consider assisting financially in the private sewer replacement. It was also pointed out that if the system was connected to a stormwater drain then raw sewage was being dumped into the river for the past 35 years. This of course was illegal and should have been discontinued years ago if anyone would have known. Manager was asked the cost associated and stated approximately $3,800. After a brief discussion which included comments regarding this issue being between the Sanitary District and the Hodges a motion was by J. Carson not to expend any funds for sewer replacement, seconded by K. Russell, unanimous. 

Adjourn:  K. Russell / J. Carson, unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Ricker Sr. 

Town Manager    
