Minutes

Newport Board of Selectmen 

04-06-2011 @ 6:30 PM 

Members present: T. Brietweg, R. Davis, C. Dow, D. Franklin, R. Carr

1. Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Chairman Brietweg

               a. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Public Access – Selectmen Davis has a few questions on how sealed bids are reviewed and would like to have it as discussion on the next agenda.

3. Consent Agenda  

              a. Approval of minutes from meeting held 03-16-11 

A motion was made by C. Dow / R. Davis to approve the minutes from 03/16/2011 as written- no discussion on the motion- unanimous

              b. Communications 

                                1. MDOT Request for overweight construction permit 

                                    Re: Resurfacing of Rt#7 south from Rt#2 1.34 miles 

                                    to I-95   

 Motion made by R. Davis / C. Dow to approve the request from MDOT to allow overweight construction equipment on town ways during the resurfacing of Rt #7 south 1.34 miles to I-95- no discussion on the motion- unanimous



        2.  The TM discussed an item on tonight’s warrant concerning a tax payment reimbursement on a property on Libby Hill. It has been determined that that a parcel of land has been assessed to the wrong owner, the actual owner will be billed for 3 years back taxes per State Law and will received the tax bill in his name when mailed out this year.



        3.  The TM has not received any calls concerning the advertisement on 25 West Street.  It was the consensus  of the Board to have a market analysis done by a Real Estate Broker to determine what the property value would be on the RE market and to advertise it again in the Rolling Thunder.



       4.  Discussion took place on the road budget and the anticipate cost of rebuilding Camp Benson 2100’, Blaisdell Road 1648’ and the Martin Stream Road 496’ as well as the paving of Libby Hill, a section of Camp Benson, Kitchen Hill, Joslyn, Spring, Godwin and the Main Street Sidewalk.   The TM will have the bid document ready for review at the next Selectmen’s meeting ( 04/20/2011).

4. Old business 

             a. Main Street Bridge update: 

                               1. Scheduled close date May 2, 2011 

                               2. Bridge Opening Ceremony   

                               3. “Re-naming” the Main Street Bridge 

Discussion took place with members of the American Legion and VFW on renaming the Main Street Bridge as the “ Donald Sidney Skidgell Memorial Bridge”.

NOTE: Donald was a Vietnam War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient. He served as a Sergeant in the United States Army in Troop D, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for action on September 14, 1969 near Song Be, Republic of Vietnam. He was killed in action. 
Motion was made by R. Carr / C. Dow to have the Town Manager go forward with the required steps to have the bridge renamed the “ Donald Sidney Skidgell Memorial Bridge”- no discussion on the motion- unanimous.

The Board also wishes to go forward with a Bridge Opening Ceremony.

 b. Cemetery Rules  

Discussion took place concerning the revised Cemetery Rules and how to implement them.  Warren Noyes stated that the real issue is the number of items people put on the grave sites and material the items are made out of.  In the last few years glass items and solar light have become a safety problem when mowing and weed whacking.  Warren and Larry will start educating the public on the new rules and will set a procedure in place for items removed and or discarded. 

Motion made by D. Franklin / C. Dow to approve the new “Town of Newport Cemetery Rules and Regulations” dated 04/06/2011- no discussion on the motion- unanimous  

Brief discussion took place concerning the Water Street cemetery, Route 7 cemetery and cemetery which is located in the apple orchard off Golf Course; these will be an agenda item for future discussion and action.

5. New Business 

             a. Public Hearing, Liquor License Renewal, The Front Porch Restaurant 

Motion was made by D. Franklin / C. Dow to approve the Liquor License Renewal for “The Front Porch Restaurant”- no discussion on the motion- unanimous

             b. Identification of Selectmen to sign payroll warrant

Motion was made by C. Dow / D. Franklin to appoint R. Carr and Randy Davis to sign the off week payroll warrants- no discussion – unanimous

             c. Order to the Treasurer / Tax collector to apply any tax payments received to 

                 the oldest unpaid tax on the account, in accordance with 36 MRSA Section 

                 906 

Motion was made by D. Franklin / C. Dow to direct the Treasurer / Tax collector to apply any tax payments received to the oldest unpaid tax on the account, in accordance with 36 MRSA Section 906 – no discussion on the motion- unanimous

            d.  Awarding the 2011 Tax Anticipation Note    

Proposals were received from Peoples United Bank, Bangor Savings Bank and Katahdin Trust Company. 

After a brief discussion a motion was made by R. Davis / R. Carr to award the 2011 Tax Anticipation Note to Bangor Savings Bank- no discussion on the motion - unanimous  

6. Warrant 

Motion was made by R. Davis / C. Dow to approve tonight’s warrant- D. Franklin question bills concerning cruiser repair  – unanimous

7. Adjourn     

Motion was made by R. Davis / D. Franklin to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 8:30pm

Respectfully submitted,

Annette M. Merrithew

