Newport Infrastructure Committee (Buildings) Tuesday, August 4, 2009

Present: John Hook, Lenny MacDaid, Roger Carr, Donna Hodges, Tom Breitweg , Doug Franklin, Jim Ricker Absent: Pam Newcomb, Frank Harding, Jr.

A. Updates

1 .Shorefront Property

a.
Tardy and Firth- J.Ricker states Firth not interested in any
changes, No further info on Tardy property

b.
Hodsdon property-not interested in any changes, owner
states intention to move to the area and open a restaurant

2. Fire Department-if Water St property goes through and grant is approved, the fire station will be built on that location

3. Police Station-Chief MacDaid

4.  to brought in sketches and list of needs he has identified for a new police station. We spent some time reviewing these and discussing how this could fit into the current location as well as a discussion on systems not addressed in the sketches (heat, electric, alternative energy sources, etc.)

5. Community Center-no representative present. Discussed possibility of Elm St Elementary closing and being turned back over to the town in the next few years as an ideal site for Comm Center.

6. Town Garage-discussed immediate need to address heating options before winter, T. Breitweg reminded of propane heater at transfer station not being used and a possible backup or additional source. Still discussing future location of the Garage, Industrial Park/SAD 48 co-garage, etc.

7. Sand/Salt shed-CES engineering on schedule. Reports to town that we do meet the criteria for the fabric roofing options leading to savings on building costs, possibly as much as 100K below conventional wood structures. Life expectancy is 25-30 years. A full presentation to the board will be 8/12/09.

8. Communication Tower(Industrial Park)-Premium Choice (G.M. Tom McDonald) will be doing broadband scoping over the next couple weeks to determine areas that can be reached. Costs approx 249 set up, then 44/month with an lightening strikes insurance available. Aside from benefit in reaching citizens with broadband, the financial arrangement would have to be worked out: discount to residents, tower rental fee, etc.?

8.
Other Property of Interest

a.
Water Street (blue house)- u/c for 35K, 6k escrowed.
Waiting for approval to move forward from the board at next meeting

b.
List of town owned property-Town Manager gathering info

c.
Foreclosed properties w/ land use violations-gathering info

9.
Emergency Shelter

a.
determine location: FEMA grant has the fire station
included as an emergency shelter, Elm St and middle school options also

b.
determine access to supplies: generator, blankets, food, etc-
discussed water district generator for a good value but size and hookup
costs are somewhat prohibitive, town has a larger generator currently avail.

C. have a plan: volunteers, informing the public, etc.-discussed fire department as the primary location and service center

B.
New Business

1. Survey the community-determined we would gather more facts from different resources (perhaps Dept Heads make presentations to the committee, e.g. Fire Chief, Town Works, etc.). Discussed possibility of a newsletter format or publishing minutes on town website. Lengthy discussion on the promotion and use of Town Website as a natural means for citizen information and input. Paper surveys still to be discussed. Jim Ricker expressed the inherent benefit of having citizen input to draw from when addressing various committees, boards, grant applications.

2. Windmill-PUC grants due in 3 weeks. Jim Ricker studying with John Rush, Evolo Home Center on the possibility of a windmill in the Industrial Park which would offset the town's usage.

C.
Next meeting

1. September 1st, 6:30-8pm @ Town Office

2. Update on any developments on current projects list(See A. 1-9)

3. Jim Ricker to see if John Rush,Evolo could speak to the committee

